What do we mean by “Community”?
A sense of community is one of the basic essential human experiences, a perception of our connection with others, that we all need for our wellbeing. There are many levels one can experience a sense of community (such as family, neighbourhood, interest group, ethnic, city or even globally). 

Community is about people, places and events. A “happy, healthy” community is typically defined as one which achieves inclusiveness, collaboration, problem solving, diversity, and has an optimistic view of the future. These kinds of communities demonstrate leadership, innovation, and have broad community participation
. 

Communities are not homogenous entities. Any community will consist of a variety of beliefs, values, traditions and viewpoints that can sometimes lead to disagreement, misunderstanding or conflict. It is important therefore that a community respects its diversity and supports tolerance and understanding. 
The community does not just mean residents. The community includes employees who come to Willoughby to work, students who come to learn and sports people who use our recreation areas.
A key responsibility for any Council is to represent, promote, support and work with the community in all its varied dimensions to achieve positive local outcomes. A connected community which encourages active citizenship is essential to the future life of the City. This can be achieved through cultural events and activities, supporting initiatives that cater to a broad spectrum of needs and providing opportunities for people to contribute to community life. 
Council will continue to work in partnership with our communities to build a beautiful, safe, creative, healthy, innovative, tolerant City which is valued and appreciated. Council will also continue to implement programs and provide opportunities that will actively strengthen the community and provide people with a sense of community spirit and “belonging”.

� Community Builders, NSW, 2009. http://www.communitybuilders.nsw.gov.au/
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