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• What is graffiti?

– Act of defacing property with markings or graphics
– Includes chalk, felt tip markers, stencils, bill posters, non approved aerosol 

art
– Recorded as ‘malicious damage’ by Crime Stoppers

• Summary Offences Act 1988 – illegal to sell spray paint cans to minors 
under 18

• Local Government Amendment (Graffiti) Act 2002 allows NSW 
councils more freedom to manage local graffiti reduction

• NSW Graffiti Control Act 2008 tough new laws for reducing graffiti 
vandalism.

– Improved management for prevention and removal of graffiti
– Better education and communication
– More involvement of offenders in graffiti removal
– Policing and crime



Main types of graffiti in Blue Mts

� �Tags� - written or etched on almost 
any surface using implements such 
as pens and spray cans. 
� This is the most common form of 

graffiti

� �Slogans� which are word�s describing 
an issue

� �Stencils� where a template is made 
and a design spray painted on to a 
wall; and

� �Stickers & Bill Posters� where stickers 
and posters are placed on walls and 
windows.

[photographer: Natalie Toms]



What does the community want?

• All residents deplore tagging and 
offensive graffiti

• Older residents more likely to reject all 
graffiti, and support offender prosecution

• Younger residents support youth 
diversion programs, murals and walls 
� � I find tasteful graffiti quite 

meaningful. It is the stupid scribbling 
that annoys me� (16 yo).

• General support for the integrated 
management of graffiti 

• ‘Eye catching’ murals offering 
environmental integration, are strongly 
supported [ eg Lapstone oval]



Trends in recorded criminal incidents 
malicious damage (inc. graffiti), Blue 

Mountains,  1999-2009
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Trends in rate per 100,000 popn of 
graffiti incidents 2005-2008
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Selected Graffiti Strategies

ZERO TOLERANCE 
STRATEGIES 

REACTIVE STRATEGIES PREVENTION /DIVERSION 
STRATEGIES 

·  Support of law enforcement 
agencies 

·  Rewards and other means 
for community involvement, 
including community graffiti 
removal vans 

·  Youth programs and 
facilities for diverting young 
people’s creativity 

·  Tough penalties and 
prosecution of offenders, 
including jailing offenders 

·  Removal kits for private 
property owners 

·  Early intervention 
education programs in 
schools 

·  Crime Prevention through 
environmental design 
(CPTED) and surveillance 

·  Graffiti Hotline ·  Designated spaces for 
Legal graffiti art including 
murals, graffiti walls etc 

·  Banning the sale of graffiti 
implements for minors 

·  Juvenile justice offender 
clean up graffiti programs, 
and other community 
service orders 

·  Community education 
campaigns 

·  Rapid removal ·  Community volunteer 
programs for graffiti 
surveillance and prevention 
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Murals and ‘legal’ graffiti
• Murals and ‘legal graffiti’ positioned 

somewhere between public art and graffiti
• Blue Mountains has several vibrant mural 

projects at bus shelters, skate parks, 
women’s health centre etc

– MYST involved in exciting youth focussed 
initiatives for public art/legal graffiti

– Lapstone oval murals [pictured]
• Other councils support murals as 

environmental design measure
– use local graffiti artists for mentoring mural 

designs. 
– Have generated careers and employment for 

young artists
– Some councils have competitions for painting 

legal graffiti
– Location & monitoring important for 
Successful implementation.

• Legal walls not so successful, 
abandoned by several councils. 
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