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INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE

How do we make it all happen?

Your response to this discussion paper will
O ur community has sent a strong mes- help us to further refine future directions for
sage that it believes in the future of the community, so that a draft plan will be
the Manning Valley and wants to see positive ready for public exhibition in March next year.
change.
But we all understand that it canod6t happen
overnight. The next step
The next step towards the future is to think
The problems that currently face our commu- about how we can resource all the things we
nity have developed over a period of more want. There is no point in planning for things
than 50 years - we expect that it will take at if we dond6t have the cape
least 20 years to really turn things around. or we simply canot afforc
To move forward as a community we need to The following pages outline some paths that
collectively invest in our future - not just finan- we could take in this regard.
cially, but intellectually, emotionally, spiritu- None of the paths are easy. They require
ally, and physically. There are things that some tough decisions. Some things will need
both Council and the community can do to to be provided by the community, others by
make this happen and some of these ideas state and federal funds, or opportunities
are explored in the following pages. through private enterprise. As a community,
we wi || need to decide hc
pared to pay, or what wef¢
The first step out on.
The first step towards a better future is to put This discussion paper provides an opportu-
the Manning Valley Community Plan to- nity to put your views on this subject. There
gether. This plan wil | wialsobeiaseties bflta@nmenitymeaiings t v 6 s
key objectives for the next 20 years. It will and on-line opportunities to contribute to the
form the basis of all future plans that council discussions.
prepares and will help inform State govern-
ment planning for our region. Greater Taree City Council also has some
Councils will now be required by law to report tough decisions to make about its future.
on how well they have delivered the long- Council understands that it needs to change
term objectives outlined in the Community to strengthen community confidence in our
Plan. capacity to deliver. Council is committed to
The ideas from the first round of community making that change and the final page of this
engagement earlier this year have given us document includes a message from the Gen-
the basic shape for the Community Plan. eral Manager, outlining these plans.

28



INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE

Respecting our environment

IVI anning residents have sent a strong
message that they value the environ-
ment and want to see it protected and en-
hanced.

There are a number of key directions that we
can take over the next 20 years.

1. Respect the Manning River

Our community has made it clear that it re-
spects and values the Manning River for many
reasons - environmental, economic, social and

spiritual. We need to be mindful of this as we The perched freshwater wetland at Cattai_- C_ouncil is work-
move forward into the future, with the under- ing with a team of volunteers to restore this site.
standing that we wonodot always all agree on
what is best for the river.

There are many stakeholders involved in the 2. Protect and restore sensitive areas

future management of the Manning - the This process is currently underway with the
Catchment Management Authority, MidCoast Cattai Wetlands project. Council, on behalf of
Water, Council, State agencies, local aqua- our community, purchased a 486 ha property

culture industries, farmers, recreational fishers near Coopernook in 2003, with the aim of re-
and fiboati eso0o to name astoringthe ecolbdical badance of thalandié¢b o f

approvals, consultation and consent that has since expanded the site to 592 ha, follow-
needs to be navigated to move any projects ing acquisition of adjoining land.

forward. The property had been a wetland area in the
One way of solving this would be to develop a earlier part of the century, but had been
whole of river catchment plan. This would al- drained so that the land could be used for

low all the stakeholders to openly discuss the farming. This had resulted in acid sulfates
future of the river and address issues such as leaching into the waterway and the loss of the
dredging, irrigation, managing the entrances many native animals, birds and plants that re-
and protecting water quality that have been lied on the wetland for their survival. Over the
such a bone of contention over the years. years, Council and volunteer workers have
The plan would provi de baen panstakidgiyeegtaringthe wetlandiarea, r e
management strategies and projects and providing new habitat for birds and animals
could help our community in applying for spe- and addressing the acid sulfate problems.

cial funding for river projects. Council aims to continue this project in future
Council also has plans to make the river more and to ultimately provide a place where locals
accessible to the community. It has recently and visitors can learn about this special envi-
filled in the old Taree Pool and will be devel- ronment and the connections between this
oping future options for the public use of the land and our local indigenous culture.

land. Plans for the future include a cycleway We are currently working with members of the
along the Manning, starting at the old pool site Aboriginal community on the possibility of es-
and winding its way along Queen Elizabeth tablishing a cultural centre on the site.

Park, across Browns Creek to the Taree rec-
reation ground and aquatic centre and, ulti-
mately, on to Cundletown. 3. Encourage sustainable development
The Manningds coast al ar e
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I NVESTING

IN OUR FUTURE

Respecting our environment

Over the past five years, more than half of
all new residential subdivisions were located
in the coastal villages. This type of develop-
ment can place significant pressure on sensi-
tive environmental areas.

Impacts include weed invasion, loss of food
and habitat for native species, higher rates of
soil erosion, stormwater pollution, predation
of native wildlife by domestic animals and
damage to habitat through recreational activi-
ties.

Our challenge for the future is to find a bal-
ance between increasing population and pro-
tection of the environment.

One of the main methods of achieving this
will be through local land use planning instru-
ments, such as the Local Environment Plan
(LEP) and Development Control Plans, en-
suring appropriate zoning of land, providing
buffer zones to protect areas of high value
biodiversity and encouraging environmentally
sensitive development design.

4. Protect biodiversity

Our region is home to 86 threatened fauna
species, 38 threatened flora species and
nine endangered ecological communities.
Preserving these species for future genera-
tions will require sensitive land management,

particularly the management of vegetation.
Over the years, there has been extensive
land clearing, both in rural and urban areas,
resulting in increasing loss of habitat.

Approximately 70% of vegetated land in our
area is currently under private ownership.
This means that preserving biodiversity in
our region for generations to come will re-
quire a working partnership between private
and public landholders.

5. Plan for climate change

At this stage, we do not have a clear picture
of how climate change will affect the Man-
ning. However, we do expect significant sea
level rises to occur in the next 100 years.
Our council subscribes to a regional environ-
mental group, which is currently preparing
projected sea level rise figures for our area.
When these are finalised in early 2010, we
will undertake a community consultation pro-
gram to discuss the impacts of the projec-
tions and how they should be incorporated
into our Coastline Management Plan and
land use plans.

6. Consider the coastal erosion issue
Coastal erosion and the effects of climate
change are a hot topic in our community and
there are many and varied views on what
should be done. It is also unclear as to what
role federal, state and local governments will
play in the future management of these is-
sues.

At this stage, Council is not in a position to
commit community funding to large scale
coastal management projects - our latest ex-
pert advice suggests that these would be in-
effective in resolving erosion issues. We
need to move forward cautiously, relying on
the best expert advice we can obtain and
aligning our direction with advice from State
and Federal Government.
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