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Community comment on the DRAFT report is 
welcome. 
 
The draft study and other associated documents 
are available via an on-line consultation tool at  
www.bangthetable.com or by contacting Glenn 
Sherlock, Strategic Planning Specialist Transport, 
gsherlock@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or phone  
4780 5692.   
 
The draft study package is also available from  
Council’s website www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au 
 
Written public submissions are welcome and 
should be marked “Great Blue Mountains Trail – 
Feasibility Assessment - Draft Report - Public 
Submission”. Written submissions can be posted 
to: 
 
General Manager via Blue Mountains City Council, 
Locked Bag 1005, Katoomba NSW 2780;  
or via email to council@bmcc.nsw.gov.au 
 
Closing date for comment is 5 February 2010)�
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Snapshot of Key Study Findings  

 

The development of the Trail will provide enormous 

social, economic, and environmental benefits for the 

Blue Mountains community including the towns, 

residents and businesses. The establishment costs 

of the trail are significant but the direct benefits and 

spin-offs will be just as important over the long term. 

From the detailed study process undertaken it has 

shown that the Trail is both physically and financially 

possible if; 

·  Access to land to develop the trail from 

Blackheath to Mount Victoria is achieved; and 

·  Significant funding is provided from outside of 

Council for construction and upgrade of the 

incomplete parts of the trail. 

 

The Trail could become an iconic trail within New 

South Wales and Australia. 

 

Implementation  

Staging 

·  Create an initial connection from Leura Mall to 

Mount York as a priority; and 

·  Upgrading of the surface and facilities as 

funding becomes available. 

Trail Cost and Funding 

·  To establish the initial trail connection it is 

estimated the cost will be around $1 million; 

·  The full development of the trail is expected to 

cost around $7 million over the ten year 

period, this could be reduced significantly if 

volunteer efforts and in-kind support is used in 

the trail construction; and 

·  Funding and resources for the project will be 

source from a variety of areas including local, 

state and federal government, businesses and 

donations. 

Management 

·  The management of the development of the 

trail will be Council with the support of a 

community based reference group; 

·  Once fully developed a separate group is likely 

to be formed to oversee the management of 

the trail. 
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The GBMT will include a main ridgeline trail from 

Wentworth Falls to Mt Victoria with links to the Anderson 

and Ingar and the Oaks fire trails to the east, and 

Lithgow and Oberon Trail networks to the west. The trail 

will also link with recreational trails along the way 

including Six Foot Track, Narrowneck, Porters Pass, 

and major tourist attractions such as Echo Point and 

Scenic World in Katoomba, Govetts Leap and Evans 

Lookout in Blackheath, the Mt York historic roads 

precinct and Mt Victoria Museum. Ultimately, the trail will 

provide a regional cross mountains trail. It will be 

accessible from townships and railway stations across 

the City.  

 

The State Government considers the Great Blue 

Mountains Trail as a priority trail project due to its 

importance to the regional and local cycling and walking 

network. 

 

The focus of this study is around the establishment of a 

crucial link for the Great Blue Mountains Trail from 

Leura Mall to Mount York. 
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Trail link adjacent to Great Western Highway: Katoomba to Medlow Bath 
 

Map of proposed trail route: Upper Mountains component 

 

Trail Route and Design  
 
Between Leura and Katoomba, the proposed trail 

route will be a combination of on road and off road 

pedestrian and bicycle paths that follow the 

southern edge of the escarpment (around Cliff 

Drive).  Between Katoomba and Mt Victoria the 

proposed access route will follow an existing 

compacted gravel maintenance track generally on 

the Western Side of the Railway Line. The 

appropriate pavement treatment for the various 

trail types will depend ultimately on whether they 

are located within natural or urban areas and what 

the proposed path widths will be. 

Benefits of the Trail to the people 

of the Blue Mountains 
Social  

·  Provides a safer commuting linkage between 

local towns; 

·  Enables children to cycle and walk to school 

·  Provides low cost transport options; 

·  Improves physical and mental health of 

residents; 

·  Facilitates social interaction; 

·  Offers a diversity of activities (walking, jogging, 

cycling, skating, mobility devices); and 

·  Helps to connect people and places and 

develop and grow community pride. 

Environmental 

·  Assists in decreasing the use of motorised 

vehicles; 

·  Provides natural and cultural experiences for 

residents and visitors; 

·  Localise impacts and manage visitation effects 

·  Provide educational and interpretative 

opportunities; 

·  Increase environmental and cultural awareness 

and appreciation of the Blue Mountains; 

·  Assist to preserve natural and cultural values of 

the Blue  Mountains; and 

·  Provide opportunities for community 

participation in conservation and revegetation 

work. 

Economic 

·  Support and enhance local business 

opportunities (local  cafes, pubs, retail, 

accommodation, trail related services);  

·  Will generate intrastate, interstate and overseas 

tourism  spending (trail lover market - high 

income, adventurous);  

·  Trail visitors spend money in towns and 

communities along or near trails. [$50 - $200+ 

per day]; 

·  Trail users spend money preparing for their trail 

experience or recreation activities. (equipment 

stores, supplies); 

·  Trail construction and maintenance can 

generate employment opportunities; and 

·  Will lengthen visitors stay in the Blue Mountains 

·  Encourages visitors to experience other 

attractions/areas (i.e. local townships). 


