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Foreword

When government and the community work well together we all benefit, because communities and government alone cannot deal with the complex problems that society faces. 

The Kia Tutahi-Standing Together steering group is a joint group of community members and government officials, appointed by the Hon Tariana Turia, Minister for the Community and Voluntary Sector. The group has developed a draft relationship agreement setting out a vision and principles for how communities and government can work together. 
The Steering Group wants to talk with you about the draft relationship agreement it has developed and listen to what you have to say.

The success of the relationship agreement depends on how it’s put into practice, how it’s working and what is done if it’s not. We want to hear your ideas on how to implement the relationship agreement so that we can advise the Government on priorities and next steps.

We will publish a summary of your comments on the Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector website and other media, and will take your views into account in the final version of the relationship agreement.

Most importantly, we want to know if you share our commitment to the intentions of the relationship agreement.

Hori Awa






Don Gray

Co-chairs Kia Tutahi-Standing Together Steering Group
For biographies of the co-chairs and other steering group members please refer to the background information document.










1

Kia Tutahi-Standing Together

The draft Relationship Agreement between

the Communities of Aotearoa New Zealand and the Government of New Zealand

Our Vision is for the Communities of Aotearoa New Zealand and the Government of New Zealand to work together for a fair, inclusive and flourishing society.

Preamble

This agreement is about building a strong relationship between the Communities of Aotearoa New Zealand and the Government of New Zealand.  We acknowledge the special relationship between the Crown and tangata whenua through Te Tiriti o Waitangi.  

The work of the Communities of Aotearoa New Zealand is integral to the fabric of New Zealand society.  At the heart of our relationship will be the aspirations and wellbeing of whānau and individuals within our communities.  

We recognise the many cultures and diversity of the Communities of Aotearoa New Zealand.   We respect and value the contribution of the Communities of Aotearoa New Zealand, including tangata whenua, community and voluntary organisations, families and individuals, and of the Government. 

We acknowledge the past and move forward by committing to principles of working together. This agreement shall guide future relations between the parties for the benefit of all people in Aotearoa New Zealand.  

Our Agreement

We agree to build our relationship on a set of principles that form the basis for committed actions.

Our work together shall be built on trust and mutual respect.

· We will be honest and open.

· We will develop and promote effective communication. 

· We will be responsive to each other’s guidance and advice.

· We respect the different roles and responsibilities we have.

We will act in good faith.

· We will do what we say we will do.  

· We will work collaboratively to resolve issues arising between us.

· We will be generous towards each other.

· We will share relevant information.

We have a collective responsibility to hear and respond to the voices of all.

· We will reach out to those who are not usually included and respond to the diversity in our communities.

· We will take account of the people whose daily lives are affected by our work.

· We will work to enable communities to determine their own destinies for the betterment of all. 

· We will increase opportunities for people to participate and flourish.

We will recognise and respect Te Tiriti o Waitangi.
We commit to implementing this relationship agreement and finding ways to make it endure.  
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Discussion and questions

Content 
The relationship agreement is a high-level document setting out a vision and principles for how communities and government can work together. It is intended to be used as a guide for building community-government relationships, rather than to be legally binding. 

The relationship agreement does not say how it will be used. We would like your feedback on the best way to implement it, and address ongoing issues between communities and government. Please refer to the background document for more information.
Question

Does the relationship agreement say what you want it to say?

Question

Is there anything else you would like included (or omitted)?

Parties to the Agreement

What’s important about the relationship agreement is that it is a joint agreement between the Communities of Aotearoa New Zealand and the Government of New Zealand. By Communities of Aotearoa New Zealand we mean tangata whenua, community and voluntary organisations, families and individuals. We acknowledge that communities define themselves and we want to include all communities. 

Government includes Ministers and the state sector. We welcome feedback from local government and others on how they would see their role in relation to the relationship agreement.

For further information on the make-up of the tangata whenua, community and voluntary sector and government please refer to the background information.

Question

Is the term “Communities of Aotearoa New Zealand” sufficiently inclusive of the people who are part of this agreement (or too broad)?

Question

What parts of government should be included in the agreement?

Signing the Agreement
We propose a flexible approach to signing that recognises the relationship agreement as an aspirational document and provides a way for the diverse Communities of Aotearoa New Zealand and government agencies to adopt it.

We propose an inaugural event where Government Ministers would sign the relationship agreement. Members of Communities of Aotearoa New Zealand would also be welcome to attend and sign the agreement.
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In an ongoing process, others who wish to show their support and adoption of the agreement could sign on-line or on a hard copy of the agreement at community meetings and other events. 

Question

Should there be other ways to enable people to sign up?

Making it happen
The relationship agreement will only be sustained and valued over the long-term if it is used. We know that the relationship agreement is not enough on its own – so we will make recommendations to Ministers on how to put the relationship agreement into practice. We need your ideas on how to make sure this is done. For further information, please refer to the background information.
Question

How should we get the message out – promoting the agreement across government and within communities?
Question

How should we keep things on track – oversight and review of the agreement?
Question

How will we know it’s working – monitoring and accountability of the agreement for both Communities of Aotearoa New Zealand and the Government of New Zealand?
Question

How will we do it right – ensuring that the agreement underpins what we do?
Question

How will we be responsive to the changing needs of communities and government over time?

Question
What are the priorities for action?
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Ways to give feedback


The Steering Group is consulting on the draft relationship agreement through 17 regional hui throughout New Zealand, an online discussion group “Bang the Table” and written submissions. Steering Group members are also using their own networks to inform and consult with communities about the agreement. This is an opportunity for communities and government officials to provide feedback on the draft agreement.
Hui will be held at:
Hamilton


Opotiki


Kaikohe


Rotorua


Whangarei


Gisborne


Henderson

Hastings


New Plymouth


Palmerston North


Porirua


Nelson


Christchurch


Dunedin


Invercargill/Southland


Manukau


Greymouth


For further details refer to www.ocvs.govt.nz/work-programme/relationship-agreement/relat-agree-consultation.html
or email ocvs@msd.govt.nz
Bang the Table can be accessed at http://bangthetable.com/KiaTutahi
Send written feedback to:

Kia Tutahi-Standing Together Steering Group

Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector

PO Box 1556

Wellington 6011
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Consultation timetable

The timetable for consultation is as follows.

Consultation on the draft relationship agreement 
    July-September 2010
Analyse feedback




          August-September 2010
Publish results of the consultation


 

September 2010

Finalise the relationship agreement


    
September 2010
Seek Cabinet agreement to sign the relationship agreement       October 2010
Sign the relationship agreement 




 November 2010
Following the consultation, the Steering Group will review the comments and revise the agreement. This is a tight timetable but it means that the agreement can be signed by the end of the year.
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The relationship agreement vision
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